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PENNANT NINE YACHT CLUB 

 
CONSTITUTION 

 
 

 
1 NAME 
 

The name of the Club shall be PENNANT NINE YACHT CLUB. The 
shortened form of the Club’s name shall be PNYC. 

 
 
2 OBJECTS 
 

The objects of the Club shall be: 
 

2.1 the promotion of yachting at Vaalmarina and adjacent waters; 
2.2 the provision of facilities for members within the Vaalmarina area; 
2.3 the promotion of good seamanship amongst members; 
2.4 the performance of all such other activities as are incidental to or 

conducive to the attainment of the above objects. 
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3 MEMBERSHIP 
 

3.1 The membership of the Club shall consist of: 
3.1.1 Ordinary members; 

3.1.1.1 Sub-divided into Keelboat and Non-keelboat  
  members; 

3.1.2 Family members 
3.1.3 Intermediate members 
3.1.4 Junior members; 
3.1.5 Honorary Life members; 
3.1.6 Temporary members; 
3.1.7 Country members; 
3.1.8 Social members; 
3.1.9 Pensioner members; 
3.1.10 Honorary members; 
3.1.11 Reciprocity members; 
3.1.12 Corporate members; 

 
3.2 Ordinary members shall consist of all members who reside or work 

within a radius of two hundred (200) kilometres of the clubhouse, 
who do not fall within one of the other categories of membership. 

 
3.3 Family members shall consist of those members who are spouses 

or school-going children of Ordinary members, provided that the 
spouse may elect to be an Ordinary member and a child may elect 
to be a Junior member. Provided further that a spouse who is a 
Family member at the time of the spouse’s death shall be entitled to 
continue being a Family member. 

 
3.4 Intermediate members is to bridge the difference between a young 

member not qualifying as Student, but being under the age of 26.  
 
3.5 Junior members shall consist of members who are under the age of 

21 years or who, being over the age of twenty-one (21) years, are 
enrolled as students in full time study at a University, Technikon or 
other recognised institution of tertiary education or are serving 
articles or an apprenticeship, provided that a member above twenty-
one (21) years may elect to be and Ordinary member. 

 
3.6 Honorary Life members shall consist of persons who have rendered 

distinguished service to yachting or the Club and who, on 
recommendation of the Committee, have been elected as such by 
the Club in a general meeting. 

 
3.7 Temporary members shall consist of persons: - 
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3.7.1 Visiting Vaalmarina by yacht and wishing to use the Club’s 
facilities during the course of their visit: 

 
3.7.2 Participating in a regatta or function organised or hosted by 

the Club: 
 

3.7.3 Wishing to join the Club but are unable to do so because they 
have not known members for sufficient length of time who 
can propose or second them: 

 
3.7.4 To whom the Committee in its discretion has granted such 

membership for a limited period of time not exceeding: - 
3.7.4.1 one (1) month in the case of persons mentioned in 
  3.5.1 which period may be extended from time to  
  time: 

 
3.7.4.2 the period of the regatta or function in the case of  
  persons mentioned in 3.5.2: 

 
3.7.4.3 six (6) months in the case of persons mentioned in 
  3.5.3. 

 
3.8 Country members shall consist of members who ordinarily reside 

outside a radius of the two hundred (200) kilometres from the Club 
house or who during a particular year will be away from their normal 
residence for more than eleven (11) months of that year and who 
give notice of such fact to the Club, provided that such members 
may if they qualify, elect to be Ordinary members. 

 
3.9 Social members shall consist of persons: 

 
3.9.1 who reside (own or permanently rent property) within the 

Legal Jurisdiction of Vaalmarina (interpretation of this 
requirement shall be at the discretion of the Committee); 

 
3.9.2 who are over the age of twenty-one (21) years at the date of 

application for Membership; 
 

3.9.3 who do not own nor regularly crew or use any form of boat at 
Pennant Nine Yacht Club (unless acting in the official 
capacity as Race Officer or bridge crew or mark layer or 
rescue boat crew). 

 
3.9.4 With the proviso that the sum of all social members shall be 

restricted to thirty (30) members in number only. 
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3.9.5 Applicants shall in addition disclose full details of his/her 
residence qualification in the Legal Jurisdiction of Vaalmarina 
and declare that he/she does not and will not own nor 
regularly crew nor use any form of boat at Pennant Nine 
Yacht Club. Any change in the above status will preclude the 
member from continued Social membership; 

 
3.10 Pensioner members shall consist of members who are over the age 

of sixty-five (65) years and who have been Ordinary members for 
ten (10) years or more and not in gainful employment. 

 
3.11 Honorary Members shall consist of persons who have been granted 

such membership by the Committee for no more than one (1) year 
at a time for good cause. 

 
3.12 Reciprocity members shall consist of members of other yacht clubs 

with whom the Club has reciprocity. 
 

3.13 Corporate members shall consist of any member, qualified by any 
one of the above clauses and who in addition, may be nominated by 
a corporation or similar organisation, which has been approved by 
the Committee as a Corporate Sponsor. 

 
Corporate members may not in number exceed 25% of the total 
Ordinary, Junior nor Social Members plus Corporate members. 
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4 ELECTION TO MEMBERSHIP 
 

4.1 A person wishing to join the Club shall be proposed by an Ordinary 
or Honorary Life member and seconded by another, both of whom 
shall have been members for not less than six (6) months and shall 
apply in such a manner and furnish information as the Committee 
may from time to time determine, provided that this provision shall 
not apply to a person wishing to join as a Temporary member who 
shall do so in such manner as the Committee may from time to time 
determine. 

 
4.2 All proposals for membership together with a photograph of the 

nominee shall be posted on the Club notice board for a period of not 
less than fourteen (14) days prior to being considered by the 
Committee. Any member having information, which he/she 
considers relevant to such proposal, shall be entitled to bring such 
information to the attention of the Committee within such fourteen 
(14) day period. The provisions of this clause shall not apply to 
Temporary Members. 

 
4.3 The election of members shall be vested in the Committee, which 

shall vote by ballot, two negatives votes to exclude election. The 
Committee shall not be obliged to furnish reasons for any decision. 
A rejected candidate may not be re-proposed for at least twelve (12) 
months after his/her rejection. 

 
4.4 Any person elected, as a member of the Club shall be bound by the 

Constitution, rules and by-laws of the Club in force from time to time. 
 

4.5 A member, other than an Honorary or a Temporary member, 
wishing to transfer from one class of membership to another may do 
so on application to the Committee without the need of again 
complying with paragraphs 4.1 and 4.2. 

 
4.6 No member shall have any right, title or interest in or to the property 

or funds of the Club. 
 

4.7 A member shall cease to be a member: 
 

4.7.1 Upon his death or resignation; 
 
4.7.2 If his estate is sequestrated or he/she is convicted in a court 

of law of some grave offence, provided that in either case the 
Committee may reinstate him subject to such conditions as it 
deems fit if he/she applies for such reinstatement; 
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4.7.3 If his membership is terminated in terms of any other 
provision of this Constitution. 
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5 LIMITATION OF LIABILITY 
 
The liability of the Members of the Club is limited to the payment of any 
amount owing by them to the Club in terms of this constitution. 
 
The property and income of the Club from whatever source derived shall 
be applied solely towards the promotion of the objects of the Club, and no 
portion shall be paid or transferred, directly or indirectly, by way of 
dividend, bonus, or otherwise to individual Members, or to any other 
individual, provided however that nothing herein contained shall prevent 
the payment in good faith of remuneration to any officer or servant of the 
Club or to any member thereof, in return for services actually rendered to 
the Club. 
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6 GENERAL MEETINGS 
 

6.1 The Annual General Meeting of the Club shall be held during 
September of every year on such a date as the Committee may 
determine for the purposes of: - 

 
6.1.1 presentation of the annual report of the outgoing Committee; 

 
6.1.2 presentation of the financial statements for the preceding 

financial year ended 30 June; 
 

6.1.3 confirmation of entrance fees, subscriptions and mooring fees 
for the current financial year in accordance with clause 9; 

 
6.1.4 Election of Flag Officers, Treasurer, Secretary, Trustees and 

Honorary Life members, if any; 
 

6.1.5 election of the Committee for the ensuing year; 
 

6.1.6 general business. 
 

6.2 Special General Meetings of the Club may be held at any time 
determined by the Committee, provided that the Committee shall 
convene a special general meeting if requisitioned thereto in writing 
by not less than ten (10) Ordinary members stating the purpose of 
the meeting. 

 
6.3 A special general meeting shall have the power to raise discuss and 

decide only such specific matters as have been set out for 
consideration in the notice of the meeting. 

 
6.4 General meetings shall be convened by the Committee, which shall 

give notice thereof on the Club notice board and in writing to all 
members; such notices shall be displayed and posted, as is the 
case may be, not less than fourteen (14) days prior to the holding of 
the meetings and shall set out the agenda. Notice may be given to 
the members by Electronic Mail, in which event it shall not be 
necessary to post a notice to such members. 

 
6.5 A quorum shall consist of not less than such number as constitutes 

ten percent (10%) of the Ordinary, Honorary Life and Retired 
members of the Club present in person. No business shall be 
transacted at any general meeting unless a quorum is present, 
provided that a quorum is not present at an annual general meeting 
within 15 minutes of the time stipulated for the meeting, the meeting 
shall stand adjourned to the same time the following week and 
Ordinary, Honorary Life and Retired members then present shall 
form a quorum. 

 
 
 
 



 

 9 
 

 

6.6 The senior Flag Officer present, or failing him, a member selected 
by those present, shall preside as Chairman at every general 
meeting, provided that the Commodore or failing him a member 
appointed by those present, shall preside at the annual general 
meeting. 

 
6.7 The Chairman may, with the consent of any meeting at which a 

quorum is present and shall, if so directed by the meeting, adjourn 
the meeting from time to time and from place to place, but no 
business shall be transacted at any adjourned meeting, other than 
the business left unfinished at the meeting at which the adjournment 
took place. In the event of a meeting being postponed, notice of the 
postponed date for the meeting shall forthwith be placed on the Club 
notice board. 

 
6.8 At any general meeting, a resolution put to the vote of the meeting 

shall be decided by Ordinary, Honorary Life and Retired members 
on a show of hands, save that the election of the Committee 
members at annual general meeting shall be by ballot. A declaration 
by the Chairman that a resolution has on a show of hands been 
carried, or carried unanimously, or by a particular majority, or 
negatived, and an entry to that effect in the book containing the 
Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting shall be conclusive 
evidence of the fact, without proof, of the number or proportion of 
the votes recorded in favour of or against such resolution. In the 
case of an equality of votes, the Chairman of the meeting shall be 
entitled to a second or casting vote. 

 
6.9 Every Ordinary, Honorary Life and Retired member present at any 

general meeting shall have one vote, provided that any member who 
was a member of the Club prior to 15th September 1982, shall enjoy 
the right to a vote at any general meeting. Other classes of 
members may attend and with the consent of the Chairman address 
the meeting, but shall not have any vote. 

 
6.10 A member who is eligible to attend and vote at an annual general 

meeting but will not be able to attend the Annual General Meeting 
shall be entitled to cast a special vote in regards to the election of 
committee members in accordance with the following provisions. 

 
6.10.1 the member shall apply to the Club for a printed voting paper; 

 
6.10.2 the Club shall furnish the member with a voting paper and an 

identification envelope bearing the words “Voting Paper” 
printed thereon and the following declaration: 

 
6.10.3 I, ______________________ being a member of Pennant 

Nine Yacht Club in good standing and eligible to attend and 
vote at an annual general meeting do hereby declare that the 
enclosed voting paper has been marked by me personally: 
(followed by a place for signature and date.) 

 



 

 10 
 

 

6.10.4 The voting paper shall bear the names of the candidates for 
each office being voted in alphabetical order; 

 
6.10.5 the member shall mark upon the voting paper a cross against 

the name of the candidate/s for whom he/she intends to vote 
and shall thereupon place the voting paper in the 
identification envelope, seal it and sign the declaration 
appearing thereon and post or deliver it to the club in an 
envelope marked “Voting Paper” so as to reach the Club at 
the latest by 16h00 of the Friday preceding the date of the 
annual general meeting, failing which the vote shall be 
invalid. 

 
6.10.6 the sealed vote shall be opened and counted at the time of 

counting the votes cast at the annual general meeting at 
which the relevant election takes place, by the adjudicators 
who are appointed at the meeting for the counting of the 
votes. 
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7 COMMITTEE 
 

7.1 The affairs of the Club shall be managed by a Committee which 
shall consist of –  

 
7.1.1 The Flag Officers, being the Commodore, Vice-Commodore 

and Rear-Commodore, all of whom will be elected for a two 
(2) year term; 

 
7.1.2 a Treasurer, a Safety Officer, and a Secretary, all of whom 

will be elected for a two (2) year term; 
 

7.1.3 at least six (6) additional members, who will be elected for a 
one (1) year term. 

 
7.1.4 those elected in 7.1.1 and 7.1.2 will form the EXCO of the 

club. 
 

7.2 The Committee shall be elected annually at the annual general 
meeting provided that: - 

 
7.2.1 only Ordinary, Honorary Life and Retired members, who have 

been members of the Club for at least two years, shall be 
members of the Committee; 

 
7.2.2 a Flag officer shall have been a member of the Committee 

for, at least, one year preceding his/her nomination; 
 

7.2.3 the Commodore and Vice-Commodore shall be owners of 
yachts recorded on the Club register. 

 
7.3 The immediate past Commodore shall ex officio be a member of the 

Committee for a year following his vacating of the office. 
 

7.4 The Committee shall meet at least 10 times per year or more often if 
necessary, and shall keep proper minutes of its proceedings. 

 
7.5 A quorum of the Committee shall consist of five (5), at least one of 

who shall be a Flag Officer. 
 

7.6 The senior Flag Officer present shall act as Chairman at committee 
meetings. The Chairman shall have a casting vote. 

 
7.7 a Committee member shall cease to hold office if –  

 
7.7.1 he/she ceases to be a member of the Club; 
7.7.2 he/she resigns from office; 
7.7.3 he/she becomes insolvent or assigns his Estate for the 

benefit of his creditors; 
7.7.4 he/she is convicted in court of law of any grave offence; 
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